
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 
design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 
discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church 

planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 
characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Paul’s Place in the One Story 
Acts 7:54-9:31 (Acts 7:58 – 8:4) 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 

 
God has put each piece in play for the glory of His Story.  Often I believe we paint an 
incredibly ignorant view of life in general and of the Christian life in particular.  I believe we 
think life is to be one euphoric moment followed by another, as if our happiness is the ultimate 
goal of every moment.  Our personal goals encasing every day is for us to trip and stumble 
through fields of happiness with tingling sensations wrapping our bodies like a protective 
cocoon.  On the other hand, we view life as bitter and dark with no hope of “things” ever 
changing.  The only hope is for it to end soon or prematurely.   
 
The biblical perspective, however, is a life marked by failure and loss because of sin in general 
yet understanding that God is working each moment of every day into His perfect will/Story.  
Paul’s inclusion is the Story is not arbitrary, neither is it unique.  God’s choice of Paul was 
not because of his profound commitment to the Lord Jesus, but because God uses us in our 
failure and loss to move His Story forward.  Friends, my fellow pilgrims, we are losers, we are 
failures, we are just like the apostle Paul but be assured of this, “Jesus Christ won and His 

victory is our mission.” The Story is not contingent on extraordinary people, but on an 
extraordinary God.  Paul is simply one more exclamation point in the sentences comprising 
paragraphs and chapters within the one Story of God. 
 
Let us consider Paul’s place in chapters 8-12.  Chapters 8-12 give us the means God will use to 
push the Story into Judea and Samaria.  Consider the expansion of His Church from Jerusalem 
into Judea and Samaria. 

• They were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria (Acts 8:1) 

• Philip in Samaria (8:5, 14, 25) 

• Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch (8:26, 27) 

• Philip at Azotus and Caesarea (8:40) 
o Paul’s conversion (9) 

• Peter in Lydda, Sharon and Joppa (9:32, 35, 36) 

• Peter in Caesarea (10:1, 23, 24) 

• Gentile conversion throughout Judea (11:1, 18) 

• Scattered disciples made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch (11:19) 
o Death of James and Peter’s arrest and deliverance (12) 
o Death of Herod (12:20) 

 
In all of this Paul was active (12:25).  Paul’s activity will become more prominent and 
pronounced in the following chapters (13-28).  He is a catalyst enabling the church to go from 
Jerusalem into Judea and Samaria and unto the remotest regions of the earth. 
 
Think of a historic political figure whose exercise of power was destructive, and then think of 
his potential conversion to the living Christ.  Think of a current political figure in any part of 
our world and think of our national wars against them, and then think of their potential 
conversion to the living Christ.  The two thoughts of warring against them and seeing them 
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leave everything behind for Christ seems to be mutually exclusive thought.  Yet this is what 
we have in the apostle Paul. 
 

Paul never met Jesus during his brief years of ministry. Nevertheless, he was perhaps Christianity's most 
important early convert and the first major missionary to preach the Christian gospel to non-Jewish 
people.1 
 
Scholars think Saul was was born around 10 C.E. in Tarsus, in modern-day Turkey. Unlike Jesus' other 
early followers, who were mostly Palestinians, Paul was a Roman citizen, which implies he was at least 
moderately well-off, and which granted him a certain respect wherever he went in the empire. He was a 
tentmaker by trade. After his conversion, he traveled extensively through most of the Mediterranean 
world. He died between 62 and 67 CE.2 

 

Consider the following biographical information about the apostle Paul. 
 
His circumcision-name was Saul, and probably the name Paul was also given to him in infancy “for use 
in the Gentile world,” as “Saul” would be his Hebrew home-name. He was a native of Tarsus, the capital 
of Cilicia, a Roman province in the southeast of Asia Minor. That city stood on the banks of the river 
Cydnus, which was navigable thus far; hence it became a center of extensive commercial traffic with 
many countries along the shores of the Mediterranean, as well as with the countries of central Asia 
Minor. It thus became a city distinguished for the wealth of its inhabitants. 
 
Tarsus was also the seat of a famous university, higher in reputation even than the universities of Athens 
and Alexandria, the only others that then existed. Here Saul was born, and here he spent his youth, 
doubtless enjoying the best education his native city could afford. 
 
His father was of the straightest sect of the Jews, a Pharisee, of the tribe of Benjamin, of pure and unmixed 
Jewish blood (Acts 23:6; Phil. 3:5). We learn nothing regarding his mother; but there is reason to conclude 
that she was a pious woman, and that, like-minded with her husband, she exercised all a mother 
influence in molding the character of her son, so that he could afterwards speak of himself as being, from 
his youth up, “touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless” (Phil. 3:6). 
 
We read of his sister and his sister's son (Acts 23:16), and of other relatives (Rom. 16:7, 11-12). There is no 
indication that Paul was ever married.  
 
Though a Jew, his father was a Roman citizen. How he obtained this privilege we are not informed. 
 
“It might be bought, or won by distinguished service to the state, or acquired in several other ways; at all 
events, his son was freeborn. It was a valuable privilege, and one that was to prove of great use to Paul, 
although not in the way in which his father might have been expected to desire him to make use of it.” 
 
Perhaps the most natural career for the youth to follow was that of a merchant. “But it was decided that… 
he should go to college and become a rabbi, that is, a minister, a teacher, and a lawyer all in one.” 
 
According to Jewish custom, however, he learned a trade before entering on the more direct 

preparation for the sacred profession. The trade he acquired was the making of tents from goats' hair 
cloth, a trade which was one of the commonest in Tarsus. 
 
His preliminary education having been completed, Saul was sent, when about thirteen years of age 

probably, to the great Jewish school of sacred learning at Jerusalem as a student of the law. Here he 
became a pupil of the celebrated rabbi Gamaliel, and here he spent many years in an elaborate study of 

the Scriptures and of the many questions concerning them with which the rabbis exercised themselves. 
During these years of diligent study he lived “in all good conscience,” unstained by the vices of that great 
city. 
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After the period of his student-life expired, he probably left Jerusalem for Tarsus, where he may have 
been engaged in connection with some synagogue for some years. But we find him back again at 
Jerusalem very soon after the death of our Lord. Here he now learned the particulars regarding the 
crucifixion, and the rise of the new sect of the “Nazarenes.” 
 
For some two years after Pentecost, Christianity was quietly spreading its influence in Jerusalem. At 
length Stephen, one of the seven deacons, gave forth more public and aggressive testimony that Jesus was 
the Messiah, and this led to much excitement among the Jews and much disputation in their synagogues. 
Persecution arose against Stephen and the followers of Christ generally, in which Saul of Tarsus took a 
prominent part. He was at this time probably a member of the great Sanhedrin, and became the active 
leader in the furious persecution by which the rulers then sought to exterminate Christianity.3 

 

Our intent is to note Paul’s place in the outworking of God’s one Story.  Three ideas are 
prominent. 
 

First, we encounter Paul’s rejection of Jesus Christ (7:58-8:4).  Our introduction to Paul 
establishes an already prominent idea God uses what He wants to do what He wills.  When I 
read the Scripture I am not impressed by the idea that people sin or they are moral losers or 
behavioral delinquents.  I’m impressed how God chooses to weave such people into His 
greater Story.  This weaving isn’t just about a handful of prominent people, but the seething 
masses of humanity.  We make moral judgment and rightly so, but God has the larger picture 
always in view and if we could see life from God’s perspective we would be shocked to see 
just how magnificent God is in the weaving of the Story. 
 
Paul’s rejection of Jesus Christ is seen in two acts.  Initially we can note his involvement in 
Stephen’s death (7:54-8:2 [hearty agreement]). 
 

So inveterate [ingrained] was the hatred that this man bore to Christ and his followers that he delighted 

in their destruction. So blind was his heart with superstitious zeal that he thought he did God service by 
offering him the blood of a fellow creature, whose creed he supposed to be erroneous. The word 
suneudokwn signifies gladly consenting, being pleased with his murderous work! How dangerous is a 
party spirit; and how destructive may zeal even for the true worship of God prove, if not inspired and 
regulated by the spirit of Christ [Emphasis added]!4  
 

Here is our first introduction to the man who God would use to turn the world upside down.  
All of us are to take great comfort and encouragement from his life.  God may use what is His 

to do what He wants and when He does it, it is always right. 
 
We can see his venous rejection of Jesus Christ by his involvement in ravaging the church (8:3). 
 

Christ uses the rage of his enemies in the spreading forth and enlarging of his kingdom.5 

 
I have always taken great encouragement when I read of Paul’s persecution of the church and 
Jesus confronting Paul with “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting” (9:5).  The church is our 
Lord’s body.  Saul’s zeal is notable.  I sense a need on his part to silence the inner working of 
the Holy Spirit in his life thus the channeling of this unbridled energy in persecuting the 
church. 
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[He made havoc] This word is commonly applied to wild beasts, to lions, wolves, etc., and denotes the 
"devastations" which they commit. Saul raged against the church like a wild beast - a strong expression, 
denoting the zeal and fury with which he engaged in persecution.6 

 
Philippians 3 tells us how Paul surpassed his peers in his zeal for God.  If polls were taken, 
Paul would have been the one chosen to most likely succeed in rabbinic zeal and religious 
piety.  But Paul had a dark secret.  His “good works” were his attempt to cover his nakedness 
before God with the leaves of his own making.  He is no different than Adam and Eve in 
the Garden of Eden.   Many a fallen man works to atone for his guilty conscience, hoping to 
create enough noise to quiet the accusing voice of God. 
 
Our text tells us of the early church’s heroic stand for the person and work of Jesus Christ.  Let 
us not be mistaken.  The church is ravaged and raped because of her loyalty to the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  The serpent’s seed will always wage war against the seed of the woman.  Our woman 
folk are no less committed to and resolved in their devotion to the risen Christ.  Their courage 
in the face of violation and dishonor lifts high the worthy name of the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
Second, we encounter Paul’s conversion to Jesus Christ (9:1ff [cf. Phil. 3:4-16]).  Paul’s 
encounter with the living Christ is marked in Acts 9.  When we study Philippians 3:4ff we will 
note the power of the living Christ to change everything, but suffice is for us to note how 
Paul’s encounter with the living Christ was so profound as to cause him to abandon his path in 
order to follow Christ.  
 
This profane man will now encounter the powerful Christ.  Christ assaults him on the road to 
Damascus.  The dialogue provided is bare, allowing us to conclude much was happening in 
the heart and mind of Paul before this meeting.  Listen to our Lord’s words to Ananias (9:15).  
Three elements are highlighted.   
 
An initial element is Paul’s selection by Christ (9:15a).  Paul is marked as a “chosen 
instrument.”7  Although there is a tendency to see the selection of Paul as something unique in 
so far that none of us, in comparison to Paul, are unique.  I would offer you the thought that 
although Paul is unique, this unique selection is no different than any other “link” or 
“member” within the one body of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 12).    This was Paul’s role in the Story of 
God. 
 
Another element is Paul’s instruction from Christ (9:15b).  Paul is charged with carrying the 
gospel to the Gentiles and kings and sons of Israel.  The word “bear” means “to carry.”   
 
The final element highlighting Paul’s conversion is his affliction for Christ (9:16). 
 

Instead of proceeding as a persecutor, and inflicting sufferings on others, I will show him how many 
things he himself must suffer for preaching that very doctrine which he has been hitherto employed in 
persecuting. Strange change indeed!8 

 
 

Paul provides a glimpse of his sufferings in 2 Corinthians 11:21-29.  Paul, however, was such 
suffering as a gift received from Christ (Phil. 1:29). 
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Third, we encounter Paul’s mission for Jesus Christ (9:19b-31).  Paul received his mission from 
Christ and what he then does flows from his mission.  There are several remarkable highlights. 
 
He immediately proclaimed Jesus in the Synagogues (9:20-22).  What did Paul do?  Paul did 
what Peter did.  Paul preached Jesus as the fulfillment of the promise and the completion of 
the picture.  Paul knew the Hebrew Scripture.  He knew the Story.  Not everyone was a Simeon 
or Anna in our Lord’s presentation in the Temple (Luke 2:25, 36).  Some, like Nicodemus, had 
to be directly confronted (John 3:11ff).  Paul knew Jesus was the fulfillment, but simply was 
not willing to consider all of his effort as dung.  If Paul was converted today, what message 
would he preach?  Would Paul celebrate the gospel of self-help? 
 

"Martin Luther said, “Remove Christ from the Scriptures and there is nothing left.” The emphasis of the 
Bible, in other words, is on the work of the Redeemer, not on the work of the redeemed. As important as 
how we live is, the spotlight of Scripture is on Christ, not the Christian. “The Bible is not fundamentally 
about us. It’s fundamentally about Jesus.” (Tim Keller) 
 

Would Paul preach a message of health and wealth?  Would he preach a tentative Savior who 
meets us only so far or would the Jesus Paul preach be lavish and overabundant?  Would the 
message of radical freedom preached by Paul sound ridiculous to us?  Would the freedom 
from sin and death being the free gift of God sound too good to be true?  How would we 
respond to such preaching? 
 
This was the issue in Jerusalem.  Is Jesus the Son of God?  Paul’s voice is added to the evidence 
and it is overwhelming.  His immediate audience would be stunned.  What follows in our text 
is the response of those who heard. 
 
The Jews plotted together to put him to death (vv. 23-25).9  This same approach was taken with 
Lazarus.   
 

9 The large crowd of the Jews then learned that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus' sake only, but 
that they might also see Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead. 10 But the chief priests planned to put 
Lazarus to death also; 11 because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and were 
believing in Jesus. (John 12:9-11) 

 
His disciples took him by night and lowered him in a large basket (v. 25).  Paul recalls this 
event in 2 Corinthians 11:30-33. 
 

30 If I have to boast, I will boast of what pertains to my weakness. 31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, 
He who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. 32 In Damascus the ethnarch under Aretas the king 
was guarding the city of the Damascenes in order to seize me, 33 and I was let down in a basket through a 
window in the wall, and so escaped his hands. (2 Cor. 11:30-33) 

 
There were those willing to risk all for the gospel in their alignment with Paul.  It wasn’t about 
Paul, but about the gospel. 
 
The disciples were all afraid of Paul, but Barnabas . . . (vv. 26-30).  Often we associate ourselves 
with those who are most courageous, yet the truth is probably less than noble.  We are more 
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like those in verse 26 than those in verse 25.  Listen to A.T. Robertson’s observation on this 
text. 
 

‘They were fearing him,’ picturing the state of mind of the disciples who had vivid recollections of his 
conduct when last here.  He had left a conquering hero of Pharisaism.  He returns distrusted by the 
disciples and regarded by the Pharisees as a renegade and a turncoat. He had escaped the plots of the 
Jews in Damascus only to find himself the object of suspicion by the disciples in Jerusalem who had no 
proof of his sincerity in his alleged conversion. They had probably heard of his conversion, but they 
frankly disbelieved the reports and regarded him as a hypocrite or a spy in a new role to ruin them.10 

 
It wasn’t a hardened criminal converted to Christ.  It was a persecutor of Christians who is 
converted to Christ.  Their suspicions were well grounded.  Yet years had elapsed and Paul 
was staying the course in preaching Christ crucified and resurrected. 
 
Barnabas stepped in and put his reputation on the line by aligning with Paul.  Often this is 
what we do.  We risk our reputation in standing with those who others might question. 
 
So the church enjoyed peace and continued to increase (v. 31).  It is not without intent to 
compare Acts 8:1 with Acts 9:31. 
 

Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. And on that day a great persecution began 
against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, 
except the apostles. (Acts 8:1) 
 
So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and going on 
in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase. (Acts 9:31) 

 
Saul/Paul’s pivotal presence in all of this is noteworthy.  We are to see how great a sinner Paul 
was and how great a Savior our Lord is. 
 

The obvious meaning is that the persecution ceased because the persecutor had been converted.11 
 
The blood of the martyrs was already becoming the seed of the church. Stephen had not borne his witness 
in vain.12 

 
God’s intent is to show the advancement of the victory He secured at the cross and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Nothing can stop God from completing the Story.  What we deem 
as atrocities and failures God masterfully weaves into the glory of His Story.  Friend, God is 
winning and we are living out His victory!  As we are going, let us make disciples of the 
nations and teach them the great truth of who God is, what He has done and who we are in 
Him.  Friend, do not be weary.  God is at work and He has won your victory.  Let us 
understand His Story is our mission.  Let us be encouraged knowing each piece is working 
together for our good and His glory. 
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9 “What follows relates to transactions which took place about three years after his conversion, when he 
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